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He's Big and He’s Burning
If you fall by Fort Mason Saturday around sunset,
you’ll see a strange and possibly wondrous sight: a 40-

foot wooden figure, glowing with blue neon, towering
from a barge on the bay between Piers 2 and 8.

It will be the Burning Man, a contemporary ver-
sion of the gigantic ceremonial figures built and y
burned by ancient Celts on the eve of the summer sol-
stice to dramatize the passage of time. “We want to
evoke an experience that conveys the force of myth,”
says San Francisco artist Larry Harvey, the man be-
hind the Burning Man (John Law designed the neon).

In prehistoric, pre-neon days, the Celts hoisted
their giant figure — “inspiring feelings of both fear
and delight” — and then, as night fell, torched it. Har-
vey, who has been performing his summer solstice rit-
ual for six years, will not be burning his Burning Man
at Fort Mason. He used to torch him at Baker Beach,
but that didn’t go over so well with Smokey the Bear.

This year’s giant will loom on the bay until June
28, after which Harvey and friends will fold him up
and truck him to the Nevada desert, where they’ll set
him ablaze. If you want to see what that looks like, you
can check out the video from last year’s ritual roast,
showing at Fort Mason’s Cowell Theater Saturday at
7:30 and 10 p.m. We have Capp Street Project, and, of
course, the Celts, to thank for the Burning Man.

The 'Burning Man,’ ablaze with neon lights, will
loom over Fort Mason on Saturday '




