
THE GRADUATE PROGRAMS IN 

ARCHITECTURE
AT CALIFORNIA COLLEGE OF THE ARTS



CCA’s graduate Architecture programs  
emphasize innovation and experimentation  

in architectural design, producing  
designers who will shape our  

future built environments.

 
We explore the potential of advanced technologies,  
innovative theories, and cultural forces, all of which will 
shape the architecture of this millennium. Within this 
forward-thinking educational context, our students gain  
the skills and knowledge to lead and respond to social,  
economic, and ecological changes. Students can choose 
from four areas of concentration: Design Media, 
History and Theory, Building Technology, or Urban 
Landscape. The final studio semester is spent developing 
an individual thesis project that pushes the limits of the 
discipline.

Our world-class faculty members maintain active design 
and research practices. Widely published and exhibited, 
they support a cutting-edge attitude toward design and 
strive to instill in students a desire to evolve, adapt, and 
respond to the ever-changing architectural landscape.

Our program treats San Francisco as an urban design  
laboratory. We tap into the entrepreneurial spirit of the 
Bay Area and foster collaborative relationships with local 
practices, organizations, and companies that are actively 
shaping our world. Students become part of this network 
when completing their required internship.
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CCA’s network is also global, with summer studios all 
around the world. Participating students are exposed to  
architecture in multiple cultures and contexts, and they  
learn to observe, design, and intervene in different political  
and social settings. There is a special focus on, and  
expertise in, Latin America, Asia, and Central Europe.

Master of Architecture (MArch)
The MArch program is a three-year NAAB-accredited  
professional master’s degree, designed for students who  
have earned a bachelor’s degree in another field. Advanced  
standing may be granted to those who have previous  
architectural education.

Master of Advanced Architectural Design (MAAD)
The one-year MAAD program is a post-professional degree 
designed for advanced students and mid-career professionals. 
Three areas of concentration are offered: Digital Craft, 
Urban Works, and Design Theory and Critical Practices.



Architecture Lecture 
Series

Recent visitors have included:

 � PIER VITTORIO AURELI,  
Dogma, Brussels

 � BEATRIZ COLOMINA,  
Princeton University

 � MANUEL DE LANDA, European 
Graduate School

 � KELLER EASTERLING,  
Yale University

 � MARC FORNES,  
THEVERYMANY, New York

 � JEANNE GANG, Studio Gang, 
Chicago

 � FARSHID MOUSSAVI,  
FMA, Boston

 � GREGG PASQUARELLI,  
SHoP, New York

 � PHILIPPE RAHM, Philippe 
Rahm Architectes, France

 � BERNARD TSCHUMI,  
New York

Selected Faculty

 � PETER ANDERSON,  
principal, Anderson Anderson 
Architecture

 � NEERAJ BHATIA, principal,  
InfraNet Lab

 � IRENE CHENG, architectural 
historian and critic; principal, 
Cheng + Snyder

 � MARK DONOHUE, principal, 
Visible Research Office

 � CHRISTOPHER FALLIERS, 
principal, ULA Design

 � THOM FAULDERS, principal, 
Faulders Studio

 � LISA FINDLEY, architect and 
architectural journalist

 � NATALY GATTEGNO, program 
chair; principal, Future Cities Lab

 � DAVID GISSEN, historian, 
theorist, critic, and curator 

 � JASON KELLY JOHNSON, 
principal, Future Cities Lab

 � ANDREW KUDLESS, principal, 
MATSYS

 � ADAM MARCUS, principal,  
Variable Projects

 � JONATHAN MASSEY, director 
of architecture, historian, 
theorist, and critic

 � NEAL SCHWARTZ, principal, 
Schwartz and Architecture

 � CRAIG SCOTT, principal, 
IwamotoScott Architecture

 � MAURICIO SOTO, principal, 
Studio for Lightweight Design

 � ANTJE STEINMULLER, senior 
associate, Studio URBIS

 � SANDRA VIVANCO, principal, 
A+D: Architecture+Design

Extensive Alumni Network

Our graduates are working at:

SHoP

OMA

REX

Perkins+Will

Woods Bagot

SOM

HOK

Gensler

Jensen Architects

Pfau Long Architecture

CMG

IDEO

MKThink

 ...and more



The priority application deadline is January 10.  
For application information visit cca.edu/graduate.

cca.edu/march

cca.edu/maad




