
THE MFA IN 

FILM
AT CALIFORNIA COLLEGE OF THE ARTS
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CCA’s MFA in Film program prepares  
you to thrive as an artist and entrepreneur,  

discovering new modes of cinematic  
expression for the 21st century.

It’s no secret that traditional modes of film production, 
distribution, and exhibition are transforming. But at 
CCA we believe that these changes offer amazing  
opportunities for agile filmmakers to create powerful 
films—along with new methods and infrastructures to 
support them. Our 21st-century film education, unique 
multidisciplinary culture, and diverse, award-winning 
faculty provide ideal conditions for developing a thriving 
practice in today’s media landscape. 

CCA’s innovative curriculum will help you refine and 
amplify your ideas, working methods, and voice. You’ll 
strengthen your intuitive and conceptual capabilities 
while developing the skills and tools needed for a 
sustainable career.

The courses are designed to work together in support  
of your projects, building toward your final thesis 
film. The modular curriculum is designed to help you 
experience a variety of film practices while developing 
your own distinctive voice. Guest instructors are brought 
in to focus on specialized craft skills and topics, ensuring 
that both the practical and the creative sides of your work 
are given full attention.

All students take studio courses in both narrative  
directing and nonfiction filmmaking, allowing hands-on 
exploration of proven techniques and a platform for 
experimenting with new approaches.



The San Francisco Bay Area has long been a center 
for independent filmmaking, not to mention the setting 
and inspiration for countless iconic films. Its culture of 
entrepreneurship, creativity, and activism fosters a sense 
of freedom to innovate and experiment. CCA’s Film 
Program puts you in the midst of a dynamic region that  
is shaping the future of media and culture—not just in 
the Bay Area but far beyond as well.



cca.edu/mfafilm

The priority application deadline is January 10.  
For application information visit cca.edu/graduate.

Lectures and master  
classes from film industry  
luminaries are a key 
component of the curriculum. 
Through our lecture and guest 
artist programs—such as the 
recent Cinema Visionaries 
and AMPAS Film Masters 
Series—students engage 
directly with today’s leading 
cinema artists. Past visitors 
have included:

Michael Moore

Werner Herzog

Rachel Morrison

John Waters

Gus Van Sant 

Lucy Walker

Barbara Hammer

Lisa Cholodenko

Rachel Grady

Selected Faculty

 �ROB EPSTEIN, program 
co-chair, two-time Academy 
Award winner, and director  
of HOWL, The Times of Harvey 
Milk, and Lovelace

 � JEANNE C. FINLEY, whose 
work has been shown at the 
Guggenheim, the Museum  
of Modern Art, and the Whitney 
in New York; the San Francisco 
Museum of Modern Art; and the 
Pompidou in Paris

 �LYNN MARIE KIRBY, who has 
exhibited at the Whitney and 
the Museum of Modern Art 
in New York, the Pompidou 
in Paris, the Kennedy Center 
and the Corcoran Gallery in 
Washington DC, LACE in Los 
Angeles, and beyond

Photos by Alison Yin and Jim Norrena


