




Cartooning is, at its heart, storytelling. It’s about building a connection 
between the reader and the content, creating that space between the mind 
and the page that’s so immersive and so intimate that one can get truly lost in 
the narrative.  Every comic is a place we’re all invited to visit, and linger, seeing 
new details every time we do.  Comics ask you to slow down, to read and 
reread, to consider, to really take in every panel on every page - and that ask 
is deeply reflective of the passion, patience, and persistence that go into 
creating this work. Comics are stories that cartoonists curate every 
painstaking aspect of in hopes of forging that deep connection with their 
readers.

The collection you now hold in your hands is proof of this incredibly diverse 
group of cartoonists’ shared commitment to the form; their dedication to 
building those connections. It has been a true joy watching this cohort bend 
and stretch and reach outside their creative comfort zones for the tools that 
enable them to shape their work to match their visions for it.  It takes a lot of 
curiosity, a little humility, and sheer grit to come back to your drawing board 
every day open to feedback, and with the mindset that rewriting, redrawing, 
and reworking are all opportunities for growth.  The excerpts contained herein 
are the result of a phenomenal amount of patience, creativity, and ambition; 
and I couldn’t be more proud of the class of 2021.  

The writer Joyce Carol Oates says that the best stories are both “unique and 
universal”, and that’s the theory I always ask our students to keep in mind as 
they embark on their thesis projects. The class of 2021 has upheld that 
principle at every turn.  Each one of these artists is entirely unique, creating 
narrative and dialogue and visual styles that are at once entirely their own, and 
pull you in to identify with the characters, and themes, and worlds they’ve 
woven.  From fantastical adventures with supernatural beings, to deeply 
personal memoirs, to philosophical sexy comedy - these stories explore a vast 
swathe of the human experience.

In a year where the whole world turned upside down, our students still looked 
inward and pushed themselves, looked around and pushed each other, to 
keep going, to keep improving, to keep churning out better and more 
thoughtful work.  What they’ve achieved is truly worthy of that pause, that slow 
down, that attention to detail that comics ask readers to engage in. I 
encourage you, dear reader,  to accept the invitation to get lost in and connect 
with these stories; to see what’s unique and universal about each one.  I can’t 
wait to see what this extremely skilled, dedicated, and promising group of 
cartoonists does next!
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VERENON–CORVO DI COLLINA

AN APARTMENT NOT IN PARIS

MARKOV: A “GRAPHIC” “NOVEL”

THE DREAMKEEPER’S DREAM

IT WAS NICE RUINING YOUR LIFE

DELICIOUS REFUGE (An excerpt from HOME)

THE LAST CIRCLE CAST

DON’T GO CHASE THE WATERFALL
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ASTER RICKS is a comic artist and 
illustrator based in the bay area. They 
like to draw hands and take inspiration 
from horror and fantasy for their ^orR.

CHRISTINE VILLANUEVA better known as Sailor Mars �セーラーマーズ, 

Sērā Māau�, is a Äctional character in the :ailor 4oon manga series 

written and illustrated by Naoko Takeuchi. In the series, Christine is her 

sailor form�s alternative human identity as part of the :ailor :oldiers, 

female supernatural Äghters ^ho protect the :olar :ystem from evil.

Christine is very busy and outsourced her bio to her close and personal 

friend 1acRie. :he is a talented artist, brilliant art historian, 
 loving 

mother to two oryctolagus cuniculus domesticuses, popularly known 

as “bunnies.”

JACKIE KIRBY is a famous young 
 beautiful comics author poet critic 
 plagiarist. She lives in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania where she seduces, romances, 
 taRes dictation from ghosts 
 other spirits. :he is interested in the application of trans-�gender� traQectories onto 
 out of comics 
 other literatures. Her work has been published in Tripwire, Comics Workbook, 
 Happiness is Luxury. :he is considered friendly.

Multi-cultural and multi-media artist, J.M. HUNTER aka The Indy Hunter is 

one-half of Angry Artist»s :tudios and brings along ^ith him a bacRground 

of Äne art, comics publishing and currently design, 1.4.»s ^orR can best be 

described as energetic, visceral, and risR-taRing. 6riginally from :outhern 

California, 1.4. /unter is a recent transplant to the Columbus area after 

envisioning his purpose here for the last several years.

KIT FRASER is a cartoonist and illustrator based in Ne^ @orR�s 

/udson =alley. 4ost of her stories, illustrations and patterns are 

^hat she hopes her ^hole life to be·colorful, full of plants, Rind of 

strange. Some clients include The Stranger, The Nib, CCA, and 

SparkNotes. Kit’s work has also been published in anthologies and 

a ^hole bunch of mini-comics she bound lovingly by hand.

KRISTEN LYNN ZIMMERMAN is a storyteller, community 
builder, and artist based in Oakland, CA. Her work weaves magic 

 spirit ^ith memory 
 nonÄction to create portals that repair 
intergenerational trauma, reconnect us to ancestral wisdom, and 
open ne^ possibilities for the future. /er people are the ones ^ho 
live in the in-between spaces and generate hope.

SAWHAND is a comic artist ^ith a Äne arts and advanced mathematics bacRground. :he has ambitions to create a fantasy-adventure graphic novel for her thesis. /er inspirations are 4ercedes 3acRey, ;amora 7ierce, and .arth Ni_. :he recently received the 2020 All College /onors Graduate Comics Scholarship Award.

NESS ILENE GARZA makes comics which is why she 

is in a comic MFA program. She only makes memoir 

comics. Sometimes they’re interesting but mostly they 

are average and that’s what makes them relatable.

XIAOAN CHEN is a cartoonist and inÅuencer based in /illsborough, CA. She makes travel memoir and diary comics about beauty and fashion.
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