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People often ask me “Why Comics”, “Why blend 
images and text?” My first instinct is to tell them it’s 
a calling, like being a nun. I’ve been drawing ever 
since I could hold a crayon, and creating stories 
using the same set of skills.

Miyazaki said “The world is too complex for 
just words.” 

I grew up reading images and text together. I could 
understand a sequence of pictures as a narrative, 
and once I learned to read words, all the better. 
Words and pictures work in tandem to enhance 
the meaning of each story, so why WOULDN’T a 
person want to blend the two? 

Most children draw. When I ask a room of 
people over the age of 12 how many of them 
enjoyed drawing as a child, 90% of the people 
raise their hands. When I ask how many enjoy 
it now, that percentage dwindles to just a few. 
Why don’t people keep drawing? Professor 
Lynda Barry posits that the schism comes at 
the moment we start evaluating our drawings as 
either GOOD or BAD. A negative valuation leads 
to discouragement, and this essential function 
is stowed. 

I’m here (on Earth) to spread the good word 
that you can draw. No matter what it looks 
like, you can and should draw. The idea of art 
needing to be good in order to exist is a wicked 
capitalist construct. You make art because you 
are an artist. You make art because that is 
how you process the world. It is an essential 

function, like your liver. It’s value is in it’s 
creation and existence.  

Our program exists to assist in the growth and 
refinement of each individual’s craft.

At CCA, we help visual storytellers learn and 
practice the cornerstones of the comics form. Per 
Ivan Brunetti, three of those are Clarity, Continuity, 
and Calligraphy. A person could certainly choose to 
turn their back on those principles and go full avant-
garde in my class, but if a student is interested in 
having their stories understood on the page as they 
are in their head, the crew is here to help. We, at 
CCA’s MFA in Comics Program, work to bridge that 
space between the mental and physical realm. 

Artist Jason Lutes once told me that students 
are the captains of their ship, and we (the cohort 
and instructors) are just the crew. I would expand 
that to include cheerleading uniforms. We exist as 
navigators, sounding boards, and supporters who 
all want the best for the work at hand. 

Being an artist, specifically a cartoonist, is like 
being a vampire. It’s a (lucky) affliction and 
compulsion, and you probably couldn’t completely 
stop if you tried.   

To my past, present, and future students: You just 
ARE an artist. Right now. Our program exists to 
help elevate your craft and to learn how to take it 
wherever you’d like it to go. 

Congratulations to the graduating class of 2019!
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