PHOTOGRAPHY
1839-1937



In 1937 Beaumont Newhall
organized the first survey of
photography at the Museum
of Modern Art in New York.
The exhibit, simply titled
“Photography 1839-1937,”
helped to establish the
photography department at
MOMA, with Newhall serving
as its first curator. A catalog
published by MOMA on the
occasion of the exhibit shared
the same title.

In 2009 I made a complete
copy of this catalog in
photograms by placing a sheet
of black & white photo paper
under cach page and exposing
it, simultancously making a
copy of both front and back.
The original catalog consists
of 232 pages-—- mostly text with
a number of reproductions.
My version, half as long, is
displayed as a group of 116
photograms. The whole book
can be seen at once, yet its
merged text and images
obscure as much as they
reveal. It eclipses itself as it is
rendered by the very medium
of its own subject. The
volume you hold in your
hands serves as
documentation of this

photogram piece, but it also

completes a circle, as it
returns the catalog to book
form.

The original price of the
catalog was $3.00. Adjusted
for inflation, in 2010 that
price would be $45.56. Since
this book is half the volume of
the Newhall original, its price
is $22.78, half of the (inflated)

price. Enjoy.
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$22.78
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