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One of the things which makes comics unique as
a medium is how personal and individual they
are to each artist. As a long-form visual medium
which can be produced entirely by one person—
from writing and art, to design and publication—
comics is a genuine rarity. Each cartoonist’s style
is as unique to them as their handwriting; it could
be imitated by another person’s hand, but it could
never be perfectly replicated by anyone else.

Like a person’s handwriting, comics styles also
generally take a few years before they really
develop. While many cartoonists look back with
embarrassment and horror at their old work—
cringing at the occasional awkward line of
dialogue or wonky bit of anatomy—from a reader’s
perspective, seeing that evolution on the page is
a marvel. It’s a magical experience, getting to see
visible signs of growth and progress over the course
of an artist’s career—or sometimes even just over
the course of a single book. That evolution speaks
to the dedication of the artist—that they pushed
themself to improve, to learn, and to expand their
creative range.

Whether you realize it or not, each page of comics
you complete is quietly laying a stronger, sturdier
foundation for the next page, and the page after
that. Today’s finished page enriches all the work
you will draw the rest of your life—lending them all
a touch more precision, more style, and more soul.

In that spirit: the book you hold in your hands right
now, reader, does not contain the last, nor the best
comics these artists will produce over the course
of their lives. Rather, it is a marker of where their
work was at the start of their professional journey
in the comics industry; their jumping-off point
from grad school into the wider world. Watch

closely, and expect to see already-strong work
only become stronger from here.

To the students in this book, now reading this: we
all know comics, like any creative industry, can
be a minefield. As much as creating comics can
be a joy, there are also obstacles and dangers
ahead—especially in terms of health, finances,
and creative freedom. In general, there are three
things that can help smooth the road ahead for
new professionals: experience, knowledge, and a
supportive peer network. Experience is achieved
only with work and with time—there’s no shortcuts
for it. Knowledge and peer networks, however, are
resources you can build up long before you start
taking on professional work. Hold on to the things
you’ve learned, and the connections you’ve made
during your time here at CCA—both of them can
be a critical lifeline in an industry with very few
roadmaps.

Also, when you pick this book up again in the
future—when you’re a little older, a little more
experienced—be gentle to your younger self. The
work you’re making in the future grew from seeds
you planted here, with your hard work and your
dedication to the medium. Both then and now, the
energy and spirit of your work is inherently unique
to you, and therefore irreplaceable. You’re making
something no one else can. Keep it up.

From myself, and all the faculty at the CCA MFA
in Comics program—it’s been a privilege to watch
you grow over the past few years. We’re so proud
of your passion, your dedication, your creative
energy, and the careful thought and action you’ve
put into your stories. We'll still be here to help you
out on the road ahead, and we can’t wait to see
what you do next.
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VERNON VALLEY COLLEGE
SOPHOMORE PORMS

WHAT PO You
MEAN YOU'RE
QUITTINGZZ2




o
THOUGHT PANCE ?
TEAM WAS “YOUR
J

T'VE BEEN POING I NEVER GET

PANCE LIKE,

FOREVER! ; CAST FOQ
' ANY THING!

WITH THOSE OVER
COMPETITIVE BITCHES
\ ANP THEIR PSYCHO
"\ INSTRUCTORS




I Neep
SOMe _
splllice /.

I MEAN, THE
ACTIVITIES FAIR
IS IN A FEW PAYS

IF YOU WANNA

UiV,

IT'S TOO MANY A CAPPELLA
KIPS SCREAM-SINGING SHOW
TUNES AT YOU

C'MON THERE'S
GOTTA BE
SOMETHING!

SOMEONE...




I'M NOT LOOKING
FOR A BOYF JACKIE

= |
S

|~
. Y #i';!-_’ /
- !, | | - .

WHAT LIKE
DIFEERENT FLAVORS
OF BOYs=272

THIS IS COLLEGE

*

N WELL, T GUESS '\
=~ [ WE'LL JUST HAVE
TO WAIT UNTIL  /







[ THEN JOIN ‘@ 'D RATHER
GET HIT IN THE
_ VIPEGAME cLus! /| _Face wiTH a-







0

SOMEBOPY
ACTUALLY CAUGHT
OUR BALL!

CAPTAIN PANTE
GETS He-,




| (WiTH Her
¥\ Facemr |L—

PRACTICE.
TUESPAY.













PO YOU HAVE
WHAT (T TAKES...
[N

- . TO BECOME
i | cHampion cHeF?
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-]
L] )
-
pl —7
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COMPETE ON THE
BEST COOKING SHOW
OF ALL TIME...

WHERE I,
MASTER CHEF




OVERCOOKED

only 1,000 zommies to applyl










OH ANDP PLEASE,
I WANT IT TOASTED PLEASE MAKE SURE
ON THE BOTTOM SLICE, TO MAKE THE STALE BREADP POUSE THE ToP
STALE ON THE TOP... INCREDIBLY, INCREDIBLY MOLDY, OF THE BOTTOM SLICE
BUT NOT Too MoLDY... WITH A SMATTERING
OF EXTRA FRIED EARS,
A:g ?%‘;fiﬁ'?fs ONE NOSE, 7 FINGERS...

ON THE BOTTOoM
OF THE LEFT HALF,
I'P LIKE A WITH A STAGGERED

COMBO MEAL OF LAYERING...
THE EYEBALL AND PLEASE ADPD

AT TUST ONE LIGHT LATHER
MARINARA... _ OF CONGEALED BLoOODP
ON THE BOTTOM SLICE,
AND JUST A TOUCH
OF SALIVA ToO...

A BLOOPD SOPA,
AND OOHHH.....ERMMM....
WHAT IS THE SPECIAL SIPE
FOR TODAY?

AND USE EXACTLY
ONE QUARTOF BLOOD.

COMING
RIGHT UP.

THANK You
PEARY!
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k HERE You Go.
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THAT WILL BE
35 ZOMMIES.
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PATHER TO THE LOST,
AND SPEAKER OF = -
SHADOWS-~- A\ I P IT

IREALLY
MADE IT/






















MMPH...
W-WHAT
HAPPENED?













50 UNLESS
THIS 1S SOME NENW
FORM OF TORTURE,

YOU COULD AT LEAST SN

TELL ME WHERE

YOU'RE
TAKING
ME.

YOU KNOW,
THIS POESN'T
EXALTLY LOOK

LIKE A PRISON.
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BLASPHEMER/?
D-DESTROYED
THE FORBID-7/

ARE YOU f
INSANE? |
I PIDN'T
DO ANY-

ALMOST
FORGET TO
TeLL THIEF
LAWS OF N #

COURT. ‘ “\:‘Q

TeLL you TOSCH
NOW. S N

-




...LAW
NUMBER
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STILL i
. TiReD FROM

\  LAST NIGHT

o e r

' 10 FOCUS WHEN

. You LIVE THAT
/, DOUBLE LIFE

NO ...
TRIPLE/!

anE .AfEDNgSTTE
A f - AVES,
/S Too! 4

AL e
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HOW ON
EARTH WILL

I MANAGE
. ALL THIS?/




TAKE A SHOMER

XCLICKX

RIDE BART HOME

SLEEP & RLPEAT




M T
FORGETTING\
ANYTHING 7

FEELS LIKE
SOMETHING’'S
MISSING. .

0T So T4l
MANY DERS 5
FOR COMICS /

gl H.EEE-’S

\ever. eNovH
TIME TO WOEK,
ON A T

LY 0 DO IS DRAW |
IN MY Sfumo '
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... AND T KNOW ITg AND THAT .\ ...wWHoOSE
. ABOUT COMPROMISE, THE PERFECT  PRESENCE (S SO -
SOMEONE... <~ | SENSATIONAL
,,§ THAT ITDULS VT -
(00t THS PERPETUAL
N ~~  FEEULNG

S———7 . o THAT ~— )
' =T LIFEIS T A LV/
MEANIN GLESS... ©

THAT SoMEONE
DOESN’'T ERST.

RIGHT/

i yoa
'-:-W’S’&g Wl ;‘.'5,?.,.-=-..---' o
Ear AND, - &
L a Yok GOTTA “{r‘ pii
BE YouR OWN .z et e %
MEANINGFUL PRESENCE Waaind, it%
ANYWAY. S

BELIEVE ME,
T KNOW! T KNOW...

WE SHOULD
© GET GOIN NDW
THOUGH , HUH 7
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% LAST NIGHT wWas S/
THE BREAKING POINT



i
IM NOT GONNA
WASTE MY TIME WITH
SOMEONE WHO DOESN‘T
SHARE N ONE OF MY
MAIN INTERESTS.

sSoup 18 ousf

L AND LAST NIGHT AWFUL-.
B THE ONUYTHINGT  py vy EFFORT WASTOTALY Yo A2
- AN MAKE. 7 AND YouRrR
. ' UNAPPRECIATED. G
i el SoUuP IS GREAT
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NO PROBLEM, '

v &

\ 7 \WE'RE WELL

EQUIPPED.
o . /{

= o}
; ('] LaSer Assistance Prepared




ANYWAY .

IT PULLS N
ON 1TS OWN ,RIG

N Ui

I ALwAYs FEEL
UNKIND TELLING SOMEONE
IT’S TIME To Bu2z OFF.

Wr?

DONT BE ASHAMED )
FOR TAKING THE SPACE | L) Ul
Yo NEED, P

THE REST IS ALL
AMTOMATIC .

ANO TAKE-OFF IS (
LIKE THREE BUTTONS.
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THAT WAS
REALLY EASY.

...AND WE'RE
ONLY GRABBING One
OF THESE THINGST

" YEP! SAYS SO
ON THE JoB CHART.

B1G oL’ TRuek
FOR JUST ONE LIL
ITEM...

EH, PONT oveER - I
: . T B, THINK T, ;
\WN |\ . ¢ © ..ABOVE OWR

* \ | Oy, PAY GRADE, i
: .\Ik \ | : \ e ‘. =4
\ “’-\ \“ & - e
:.I.' h )
A
e
\ /« 1 ) I o, |
] | & J WHEN 20 we \
| B 7 GET PAIDT - Y N

 WHEN You
© SUBMIT YOUR HOURS.

S S W

. SORTOF ANNOYING TO - =\l
- KeEP TRACK OF...
e

WE FWOGE |T A LoT.




JUusT KINDA
HUNGRY.

You SPEND ?
AL\ Moug PERDIEMT




HOW BOUWT A
HoT SNack WHEN
. WEg GET THERE?




IC0uULD GO
FOR Souf...
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B | wanna Come
Yo the Show

S atuROAN 7
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A Hardcore

66’ SOMmeE =
Metal Ccore
keP‘NDS Too. |
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: THIS
1S THIS CAN'T BE
HAPPENING? _ A€~ HAPPENING...




THE TUMOR
ISN'T NORMAL.

“SMALLER STILL.”




“THE TUMOR
IS GROWING LIKE

. THOSE BPRANCHES, THROUGH

HER LIVER.

IT’S PREVENTING
THE LIVER FROM POING
ITs JOB.”




“THERE ISN’'T ANYTHING ELSE WE CAN pO.”

IKIss
HER CHEEK.

TRY TO
SMOOTH HER
HAIR.

HER EYES g /- EVEN
T
STRUGELE HER TEARS ARE

(L= 45 YeLLOW
ol







Rockford
Plaza

L

Ak .-‘B.-f‘:},__"d{\_\_\ P f&_ﬁ% _&\_ﬂt AN, \ m_f’&_ﬁ!

[ 11




MY THOUGHTS WERE PESPERATE.

/ QI?

R/ S

INEXCUSABLE.

SHE WAS PYING,
AND THAT WAS NOT SOMETHING
SHE NEEPEDP TO HEAR.




WHAT DO YOU SAY TO SOMEONE YOU LovE
WHEN YOU KNOW THEY ARE GOING TO DIE?

WHEN YOU’RE RUNNING OUT
OF CHANCES TO SAY SOMETHING...

WHEN THEY HAVE NO MORE TIME, BUT
YOoU STILL HAVE A WHOLE LIFE AHEAP OF YOU...

WITHOUT THEM.




YOU SHOULD TELL HER.

WHAT THE
HELL 1S THE MATTER
WITH You?!

HOW CAN YOU MAKE THIs ABOUT YOU?
é

You CAN’T
POSSIBLY BE THAT YOU CAN’T TELL HER.
SELFISH.

SHE IS
GOING TO

g,




SHE POESN'T NEEP TO KNOW THIS.
IT'S ONLY GOING TO HURT HER.

TELL HER.

YOU'RE

SELFISH/

PON'T MAKE THIS ABOUT
You.

IT'S ONLY &0ING TO HURT HER ANP MAKE IT WORSE.

KEEP YOUR

FUCKING MOUTH SHUT.
IT POESN'T MATTER.

SHE POESN'T NEEP TO KNOW.

WHY ARE YOU LIKE THIS?

WHY PO YOU HAVE
T0 BE LIKE THIS?

GOD T HATE YoOu.




BACK IN THAT
HOSPITAL ROOM.

MY TWO SISTERS AND I AROUNP THE BED.

MOM LYING THERE.

BREATHING PEEPLY.

EYES CLOSEDR.

CONVERSATION WAS STRAINEDZ WHEN IT CAME.

WHAT po
CHILDREN TALK ABOUT
WHILE WATCHING THEIR

MOTHER PIE?




SOMETHING CLICKED IN MY HEAD.
I WISH I COULP REMEMBER WHAT IT WAS.

CAN I TALK TO MOm
ALONE FOR A MINUTE?




I PIDN'T KNOW IF SHE WAS AWAKE OR NOT.
I DIDN'T KNOW IF T WANTED HER TO BE AWAKE OR NOT.

e

/IHAVE SOMETHING TO
TELL You.







IT WAS THE FIRST TIME 1 SAIP THOSE WORDS OUT LOUD.

‘M GAY.

I'M SORRY.
I HOPE YOU AREN'T
DISAPPOINTED.










SHE LOVED ME ANYWAY.
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| YOU LOST HER IN
CHANDLEY PARK




CHANTING IN THE BATHROO-

©®
=

W

OH!

I'VE BEEN LOOKING
FOR THAT...

I THOUGHT

I'D LOSTIT. l




IT'S FROM RIGHT
AFTER YOU CAME TO
LIVE WITH US...

' |
THANS JEY LORDS, LOOK AT HOW

SHORT MY HAIR WAS!































‘ DIAGNoOS IS

HI DADT WHEN |
Do Yovu THINK
You'LL CET
HERE FoR
YOUR \MS\"?

T WHAT? OH. | DlDN' |
END VP GETTING .
ON THE PLANE

DAD?WHAT | [ THERE'S I
] ©o Yyou SOMETHING WRDNG
' MEAN ? WI(TH UJOUR
MOTHER
e -
[y 1 “. :. :-
-

| SWE HAD AN ULTRASOUND AND THEY FOUND
INNUMERABLE 'rumoas ON HER LIVER AND LUNGS |

SDRR‘d

l N EED To ANs\NEﬁ. THIS. - :\,._'_ —— %







TDooLER, ARE
, ou oK A

" \ES HONEY, WE [

Do oy HAVE |
SOME FRIEND 5

UST NEED A AROUND?
CJITILE MORE M|
e Mn\yBE 60 I}
b MIGH'"EMS; \%gu\%p\\fﬁﬂ\,
| AUST BE THIS| VIR
\h&uégw& | PﬁTﬁfﬂ ,. \l\f/(/
A ’ o !
WEEK! \ ESRU AR B
WA Q[\\ A J//
e

SHoVLD | CoME
HomE RIGHT

| HAVE To 60 To
MV HDLKEY
GQM EC

!"'-._--l.LL_BE. — /
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